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ANNING'S grentost diffeulty in the flghe against All Bingh was
provided by the extemordinarily comploté organization at the dis-

posal of the wily Asmintic. =
On the night arter Mhy Manning's resous from the tarantula

All Bingh shol his myrmidons in the houss where e bad tempor.

arily taken refuse.
Najia was there, altired In eastern rarments With her was an odalisqus

ad Katisha, devoied heart and soul ta her master. Honghoug Harry was

nt. but he seamed 1o b divided betweon a wholosoime awe of All Hingh
BESRERY. tion for Najla whioh betrayed itself in every glancs of hin

i

Intat
zla:;‘ﬂ. e men of the company were Chinese, Jupaneao or eastary non-
descripia,
ot this strangely abode of mystery until a  knock
| singh gre = Y sounded an the locked door,

ried group gwith a manner more

mled and shergetic then won hin
wont. Hitherto he pud fovmed BMONE
them 1ike an emperor. Now, aropping
that role, be conducted Bumeell a8 &
man of affairs, who felt that avin n
jasrisen ciumpuign must bo mm_ln:iotl

Hinee an unhappy fote had bound
up her tot with that of her uncfe sho
drenaded ony summons.  Bhe could
never 1ell what new and repugnant
wervice might be required of her
Worst of all, whon subjected to
hypnosts she could not remember
how her time had besn occuplod, So
she listened now before answering
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The taxi sped on,
showed forty miles
on to the bridge.

S—

the vehicle fell into a ravine.
feur was killed outright. Bronson, thrown
clear, lapsed into unconscipusness.
Singh crept from a neighboring cleft and
scowled at the two men.

and the indicntor
an hour as it dashed
The bridge yielded,
The chuur-

Al

coupie of seconds, yet that precions
time suMoesd to snwich All Singh from
their grasp. They wsearched valuly
through the mmoke, but eould fAnd
nelther bim nor ths woman, sines the
wooden walls of the houssboat, ke
those of every other den prepared for

the use the gang, contalned secret
exita w could npot be easily
detectad,

"“"Make for the deck!™ ahouted Man-
ning. "He ean't get away from us
now, Once wa're In the open alr we
munst ahoot any ona we soe Inwaring
& boal or croseing tha shorewnrd
gangway."

Put othar surprise Awnited
threa whean thay roeached the upng
structura. Kemp and _his mon wa
crossing from th= matnland, and none
of the houwanbaat's niimerots denizens
ware In =ipht, 1t wos & profoimd re-
linf, of eourss, to mést with suoh wal-
come re.onforcsmonts,. Manning and
Kamp, with whom had rome Hronson,
wara planning a svatematia sonreh be
the eraft from stam to mtern when n
fire, ohviously eanend hy some chemi-
onl agency, broke out! on board.

“Wa'd hatter Lisal It to the hank.”
advieged Kemp, "It that devil Intends
to blow himasnlf up there's no renson
why we ghould go with him, and It
would be quite impossidia for any one

the

businessliKe Way,

ml:l disregardnd the Jerp aaloaming
with which he whs v elved and stoud
for & momuvet lWOAIDE Naodiy at nis
nlece. Bhe, dreading that he *as
about to subject her to = mus nerio
fnducnce sie was poweriess to rosint,

god at him helplessiy. She ¢ wald
pot tell how much he knew of Ithn
previous night. Hongkohg Hairy.
of course, should bave informed nlm,
but ahe imugined that the latter CAA
keeping hin knowloedge In  Fesarye,
meaning 1o use It La & whip wheraby
to compe! her to yleld to his attin-

tions.

Hongkong Harry hnd not spoken.
Bru n‘r All Sligh's anger, he had
- ned the miscarringe of lhe_ nt-
wack oo Mannlng by attributing st to
the chance prasence in a bedroomn af
the intendbd viciim's sister, Luckily.
Win somewhat lame story was horno

by the men deputed to control
m spider's movemenis Al .um“h
may have guessed at hin niece s da-
fection, dnt. whia wan wholly unahie
to conceal her nutred of the tank 1"m-
r.td on her. ut he did not know

L any rate, he sald nothing os o
the faliure of his plans.  Indeed, Lis

ing' words dealt with the future
vather than the past,

“l have reason to bellave,” he sald
slowly, “that we each and all will be
I real danger If we remain here, Al

nt, owing jo copditions which I

not frea to explain, we must roh-
=\n to work secretly, and it would
he fatal to our sacred catse If tha no.
flee were 1o rald this houne and there-
by dsprive me of the servicen of even
% fow of my mont fuithful (ollowsrs ™

Every one salaamed again. They
bad looked for blame, yet hers was

this mysterivus man deallng out
pralss and commendation
“You must therefore prepare to

lsave at once for tha houseboat onh
the Bound,” he continued. “You, Kat-
{sha, will come with ma in the first
. You, Harry, will remaln unthl
{'n‘: Prircean Najila han made prepua-
ratlons for her departure and accoms
pany her in the car which will te
od st your disposal. There imust
no delay. Be good enough 1o pre-
pare at once’”
He dla not address his nlece dipest.
F o evan amiled at her as he left
:. room. But All Bingh's smlle was
mrﬂ terrible than another man's
wn.

The girl went to her room and bee
gan packing a trunk, Bhe was so ah.
porbed in a mournful reverie that shae

gave no heed to the comings and

wolngs of tha other Tnmates
was not even nware that she

Najla
hnd

und was kt once struck by.the cerls
wilence that prevalled, Najla opened
the door, only to fAnd Honghong
Harry's pallld faca thrust closs into
hera  ¥ha sndeavorsd to shot him
ont, but he stopped hoer by a ready
fool agninst the jamb.

“What are you givin' me?™ ha de-
manded roughly. “Why can't you be
reasonable an® listen?  You know
vour life In forfelt if 1 breaths a word
of last night's dolnge. Tut Al Singh
will never know If you mnke It worth
my while to keep a still tongue.”

The unhappy xir! realized only tos
well that she was In his power.

“I am sorry,"” #he faltered. “1 didn't
menn Lo Injure you, but 1L was hard to
find mysell plotting evil agninst
triends who had bean very kind to mae
while at Vassar'*

Encouraged by her maoner, Iarry
put his arms nround her,

"Oh, you tmust not do that! You
rerily tnuat leave me now. You un-
derstund, If my uncle warea to
think"—

HBefore tha man qu'te undaratood
what she was up to she had pushed
him out of the room and the door was
locked ngain. Then the girl flung her-
palf on her knees snd burst Inlo a
wtorm of tears

After a tline she calmad herseif,
changed her cluthes, e she would be
less consplouous In 4 European cos.
tume when travelling Iy n open ear,
and completed her packing. Apaln
soundesd that alnister knock

Who s thero?" she suld, quaking.

“It in L Aear one” replled Hong-
kong Harry's high pitched volen

“What do you wanl?' she eried.

"Well, I1's time your boxes were
loaded on to the car, and thare's no
ona tu carry them but me"™ he mald,

Bo she admivted him. Instend of
busving himsalf with her baggumpe.
however, the Intruder sat on a table
and lighted a cigaretta

“We aln't o such a hurry as all
thint, NoJln." hie chuckled

“1 Insiet thnt we leave at onee,” ghe
snld, trying to maintain a bold tront,

"Oh, cut It out!™ he muttered. “I'm
not the sgrt of & guy o waste thno I8
chasin® a girk”

He rose and appronched her, trying
to contogd his scowling featurea Into
an amilable grin, Hbhe 3d not move,
bilt awalled him, cowering, and he,
reading submlasion o ber agtitude,
wan tnkon alightly off his guard. She
dudked under his arms wnd ran
through the open door,

Najla spedd inte the room which AN
Fingh used us 8 sort of ofoe and con-
trived to lock nnd bolt the door bafore
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was no other practicable axit, and the
apartmant was devold of windows, be-
Ing lighted by a skylight Iin the roof.
But It did contaln a telophone and lo
responsn 10 the half custe's threats
#he told him tha¥® If he attempled Lo
force the door she would suminon the
poilve,

At that be laughod derislvaly.

A nice one you kre to talk of bring-
in' cops here!” he yelled. “What will
uncle suy when 1 tall him that? How-
ever, I'm through with talk. You must
elther lot me in quletly or take what's
comin’ te yon."

She niade no anawer. Agaln and
mgnin he stormed at her, alternatin
threata with wild protestations o
love, Thon thero was n silence for a
Httle while, but the respito was of
short duratiog. Hong Kong Harry
camo back, tMs time armed with an
axe, and procesded to batter the door
from ita hinges.

Najla healtated no longer. Bhe
dashed ta tho telephone, msearched
frantically for a number and by fore
tunate ehinhes hit on that which come
municated direct with JPolice Capt.
Komp., He, worthy man, wans puxzied
by tha girl's frenzled appeal for help.

“I"Il be with you as fast as & car
cAn travel.'” be anoounced declsively.
“Put up the best fight you can for
five minutes, Caln time somehow,
anyhow, and 1'll take care of that
thug for the next twonty years.'

Ha had not far to go. The adiress
given by the girl waa on the east side
of New York and situated only & fow
blocks from Ah Chow's burnt out opi-
um den. He langed the recelver back
into ite hook and was giviag emphatic
Instructions to some of the maepn on
duty when the phone rang again, #y
alisor force of habit he lifted M,
though important indeed must be the
monsage which would have detninoed
him then., Yei, strangs to suy, he was
compelied to Haten because Manning's
butler, was talking, and the man's
news was ulmost as dramatic as that
flushed acroms the wiks by the despair-
ing Natla -

“That you, Capt. Kemp?™ Inquired
the voles “l'm speaking from Mr.
Mannlng's house, He has started for
your plice already and will bo with
you In a minute or two. Mr. Willard
Bronson went out by himaelf this
morning without telling any of us
where he was going, and It gesms he
canught a glimpsa of All Hingh pasaing

mmly hean left alone In thnt
- e ———
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Hong Kong Harry reached (. Thera in o car. He followed In a taxl and
- - _ . . we== has Just phoned from Jameson's

rocory store, on the Jamasica Ioad,

ng  Islnnd, where he will loave
further news as to his whersabouts,
Have you got that?”

“Guesn 1 have,” wald Komp lacon-
lenily, banging down the Instrument
agulin,

He could well have Alapersed with
the chase of Al Singh at that par-
teular moment.  When all wus sald
and done the muaster crlming] st
surely fall Into the police net sooner
or Inter, and there was a nnmeless
drend in the voles of the unhappy
girl whiah Impelled him to jowe not a
msocond In golng ta her apsiatance.
However, the utiavoldable deluy which
ansued betore the oMeial aytomabile
wity ready gave Manuning time to ars
rive.

After n hasty consuitation It wos
decided that two policemen sheuld
necompany Manuing to the rendes-
vous on Long 1slind named by Tron-
swon, while Kemp himself and some of
his subordinntes should raoe at top
ppead to the house which Al Hingh
wvidently hod beon abandonlug when
the young banker saw him.

Mennwhile Najla had norved hers
aell for the strueis’ The mere con-
aciousnons that help was at hund In-
aplred hier, When wt last Hong Kong
Harry hrolte dewn the door, threw
wulile the ax and [eaped at lier, whe
did not Alnch,

There wis o drumming in the girl's
aur anid mversthing In the room Was
beginning swim before her syes
when Houg Kong Harey's cluth sand-
denly relaxed and sha found herself
hedd pently In other hands, while tha
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kindly farce of Police Captaln Kemp

loomed through the gathering mists,

Negaliuing her senves by a violent

offort, the disganeht gir!  gaaed

around, Thu &"Illll! A4 aphrtmemt

weemnd to ba Alied with policemen,

> thoueh, In fact, there wers anly four.

Y \\‘\"N'.'; The pobice captaln himssl nn"i s
SRy 3\,.\‘\ porting hor. One oMcie hold Hong
» Kong Harry in a grip fiom whinh il

secmed lmpossible that (he
iscults bullt half canie could esenpes
Hong. Konk Harrv'n =ves  wers

Ablaze with fury, but Kemp surveyed
him with cslm enntempt

“Why are you buttin' In"" sereamed
the prisnner in a ahrill ftalsetto. *1
only wantad ber to make good her

promilme Of w kiss. Ask her berseif if
you don't bellsve me."

The girl was about to utter an ih-
dignant protest when Harry, who had
Achieved his object by momentardy
distracting  his  captor's attention,
wrenched almyelf free wnd dived nesd
frst aguingl o panel in the wall. It
would sewin Lhat b literhlly moeant to
dash bis brains out. But the panel
yiaided, he vanlobhed from sight, The
hidden door was goverued by =&
Bpring.

hoemp awore volubly at the police-
mwan wou hed allowed the prisoner to
slip vut ol his hngers.

Drawing a revolver, the man thrust
the panel open with a foot and peered
into the wvark

Jurive placed his fate beyond doubt,
but Hronson showed sgus of Llle
wian moeved, and muttersd some dis-
Juinted words, They carried him to a
strown, bLached LI head and facn
with water and wers delighted by bis
apeedy recovery.

“Never miad, me, Mannuing," be
urked. “Find All iugh. 1 shan’t vub-
Jeub to @ rap on the bead I It con-
tributes to hiw cupture. Go atter him.
' remam beie wid pul Kemp v
yulr treuvk wnen he aFrives.”

Then, the day bang destincd ap-
parently to be one of biuouurs aud
dissators, Kemp and the polite
divideus thalr forces while searching
the woud boyound the ravine. As A
consuquence they wera atthcked iep-

| INBTEAD OF OBEYING, AL|I BINGH SBMASHED ONE OF THE RETORTS ON THE TABLE,

\
out leaving the prisoners lao utier
darkneas. For a littlea while there
wos sllence, Then one of the police-
men spoke In a sibilant whisper.

“Say, Mr. Manning,” ho hissed, “are
you all right?

“What do you mean by 'all Fight? ™
inouired Manning ilstlesaly.

“Iio you think Any one CAR OV pesee—"

hear us, sir?"”

“No. 1 lstened carsfully. Foot-
stepy ascanded s wooden stalrs, whioh
creaked.”™

“Well, I've a notion we can do some-
thing. My wrista are tind, bui my
fingeras are loome. And thoss clever
guys never thought of taking my
gun from me. If 1 roll over to you I

interior of a alops v
wouden chute. Harry had pn:.jfam wratuly and overpowered. In this way EUCSS 1 can fAx thinge B0 thnt_‘youu
way bhead frst, but the policeman dlauning hinsel and two poicemsn be at liberty in a few m:;:.‘::':.‘wuu"

slectod to travel feot tiret. Witoin
two seconc. of the half caste's dise
;vpemnco his pursuer went after
1un.

But All Singh's rsources  wers
manifold. At the fool of that sirange

eait wus moored @ fast motorboat
which Hong isong Horry cast off the creek and well hidden {rom olsorva- ll'f?'-'"' l"“l”‘ 131:;““1:‘"]'0;"‘;';':;’;“:3;‘; Amphion. .. e 614616 Ninth Avenue
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Willard Bronson had not erred  Fach word cut ke a whip, but s00d4 to the right. On the further st )
when he beleved that the man Manning made no reply. eide of the table was All ?&nlb- o :xh&ﬁ:‘ndo ;‘5’3 T\I:I::’:?;:::e o,
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moving automoblle wua All Singh.

were stunbed with bLinckjacks, tind
socurely and brought to All Biugh's
bousobuat,

They were barely able to note that
the craft, a toomy old vedsel de-
digned ore for cumlort than case of
movemuent, woas movied in a seciuded

groat white peaple of the wost?”

your mules a little lesson,” went on

“For heaven's sake,
aaid Manoing at once.

Ho It came to pass that others than
the champlons of law and order coms
mitted foollsh mistakes that day.
Manning and his aids were poon free
of thelr bonda. Best of all, sach was

equipped as a laboratory. Katisha

to xet Away withnut nur knowledpe ™

Manning agreed.  In all probahility
they would incur great and nesdiess
danger by remalning. So all hands
made toward the shore and took up a
ponition in which they were not anly

e e P ————

feanonaoly salfe, vu! could wnkch de-
velopametits, Kemp's sarinine woas ©of -
MOt ATLer u few weconds of & rapldly
spreading  flre, Lhe houseboat was
shivered by n mighty explosion.

As the turmoil subsided and the
wilers of the creek grew placid onet
more Kemp eyed the vessol's sunken
romains with gatisfaction. L ]

"Well, that's the end of gn awkward
buneh,” he said cheerfully, “I'll get &
boat and some grappling lrons new,
and miaybe we'll be avle to attend All
Singh's funeral.”

Suddenly Manning's features
showed wnxiety, He diew apart from
the others and listencd. Then he ran
to n nelgtiboring bluft from which the
wide expanse of the sound could be
viewed, He came baek wifter & few
minules,

A metorbont Is speeding north,” ha
sald  thoughtfully “1 suppose it
would be absolutely lmpossible that
All Singh should have escaped and
be on hoard of her™

“It simply couldn't have happened,™
vowed Kemp., "Why, man, we saw
the whole thing blown to smitheresns
bofore our very #yes”™

But nothing wan limpossible te AN
Singh. Ha wan huddied up In the
boat seen by Munning, Whon Hong-
kong Harry escaped from Kemp and
his men the half caste hutrisd to Long
Island sound to apprise his master of
Nafla's “capture,” Dy chanoe, as it
wore, he arrived In time to plck up
both All Singh and Katinka.,

(To Be Continued.)
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